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Summary
This bill directs the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) to investigate and review the
assessment options available to the state, including options that local education providers can
select and administer on their own. CDE must consider the resources available to the state, the
methods by which local education providers could create and administer their own assessments,
the methods by which CDE would determine the quality of any assessments selected by those
providers, and the methods used by other states for selecting assessments. CDE is required to
report the results of this study to the State Board of Education and the Joint Education Committee
at its 2016 State Measurement for Accountable, Responsive, and Transparent Government
(SMART) Act hearing. The bill allows use of monies from the State Education Fund for this study.
The bill also directs CDE to apply to the U.S. Department of Education for innovative
assessment and accountability demonstration authority as authorized by the Every Student
Succeeds Act, a federal education law that allows innovative assessment pilot programs for seven
states.

Background
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was passed by Congress and signed by President
Obama in 2016. ESSA allows for seven states to create innovative, performance-based
assessments through a pilot program.
This research note was prepared by Legislative Council Staff, the nonpartisan research staff for the Colorado General Assembly. The
research note is provided for informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as an official record of action by the General
Assembly. Legislative Council Staff are not attorneys, and the research note is not a legal opinion. If you have legal questions about
the bill, including questions about the meaning of the bill language or amendments, please contact the drafter.

House Action
House Education Committee (March 7, 2016). At the hearing, representatives of the
Colorado Education Association, Colorado Early Colleges, and a parent testified in support of the
bill. The committee passed amendment L.001, which added a legislative declaration, tightened the
requirements for assessments created by local education providers, and required that alternatives
maintain existing state assessment requirements. The committee referred the bill, as amended,
to the Appropriations Committee.
House Appropriations Committee (May 3, 2016). The committee adopted amendment
L.002, which allowed the use of State Education Fund monies to fund the study conducted by CDE
and amendment J.002, which appropriated $39,600 from the State Education Fund. The
committee referred the bill, as amended, to the House Committee of the Whole.
House second reading (May 3, 2016). The House Committee of the Whole adopted the
Education and Appropriations Committee reports and passed the bill with no amendments.
House third reading (May 4, 2016). The House passed the bill with no amendments.

Senate Action
Senate Finance Committee (May 5, 2016). The committee passed the bill with no
amendments and referred it to the Appropriations Committee.
Senate Appropriations Committee (May 5, 2016).
unamended, to the Senate Committee of the Whole.

The committee referred the bill,

Senate second reading (May 5, 2016). The Senate Committee of the Whole passed the bill
with no amendments.
Senate third reading (May 6, 2016). The Senate passed the bill with no amendments.
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