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Bill Topic:  COUNTY AUTHORITY UNCLAIMED BODY FINAL DISPOSITION

Summary of
Fiscal Impact:

9  State Revenue
9  State Expenditure
9  State Transfer

9  TABOR Refund 
:  Local Government
9  Statutory Public Entity

This bill authorizes the use of any lawful method for the final disposition of an
unclaimed dead body.  This bill potentially reduces county expenditures on an
ongoing basis beginning in FY 2019-20.

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required. 

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the reengrossed bill.  This bill was not enacted into law;
therefore, the impacts identified in this analysis do not take effect.

Summary of Legislation

Under current law, a county must bury an unclaimed dead body at the expense of the county after
following certain procedures.  This bill authorizes a public officer or employee of the state or a
political subdivision of the state, a coroner, or a person who has control over an unclaimed dead
body to use any lawful method for the final disposition of an unclaimed body including cremation
and makes conforming amendments.  This bill also extends the period for notifying the anatomical
board of the unclaimed body to five days, after reasonable effort is made to identify a family
member, friend, or representative.  

Local Government

Beginning in FY 2019-20, this bill potentially decreases county costs by allowing counties to use
any legal method of disposing of an unclaimed dead body.  Savings will occur if a county chooses
to cremate rather than bury an unclaimed body.  Any savings will vary by county depending on the
number of unclaimed bodies and the cost of the method of final disposition.  For informational
purposes, rural counties are estimated to dispose of up to five unclaimed bodies per year and
urban counties are estimated to dispose of approximately 20 unclaimed bodies per year.  Burial
costs are estimated to be $5,000 while cremation costs are estimated to be $2,000 per unclaimed
body; therefore, rural counties choosing to cremate unclaimed bodies will save up to $15,000 per
year while urban counties will save approximately $60,000.  To the extent that the additional time
provided results in the finding of a family member, friend, or relative to take possession of the body,
these impacts will be reduced. 
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Effective Date

This bill was postponed indefinitely by the House Judiciary Committee on April 11, 2019. 

State and Local Government Contacts

Counties County Coroners Local Affairs
Municipalities Sheriffs Special Districts

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


