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Bill Topic:  ID OF VETERAN REMAINS FOR PROPER MILITARY BURIAL

Summary of
Fiscal Impact:

No fiscal impact.  The bill permits authorized organizations to identify unclaimed
cremated remains of veterans and facilitate final interment at a state or national
veterans cemetery.

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required.

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the enacted bill. 

Summary of Legislation

The bill permits a veteran's remains recovery organization to determine if unclaimed cremated
remains are of United States military veterans or qualified family members, and further requires
that a facility in possession of the cremated remains transfer those remains to a national cemetery
or state veterans' cemetery for final interment.

Background

The Missing In America Project is an example of a veterans' remains recovery organization active
in Colorado and other western states.  The organization works closely with funeral homes,
mortuaries and cremation facilities to identify unclaimed remains that may be military veterans.  In
2019, the Colorado Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) worked with the project
to inter 26 veterans and two eligible spouses.  In the last 5 months, the DMVA interred the
unclaimed cremated remains of six veterans. 

Assessment

The bill is not anticipated to effect operations or expenditures of the state veterans' cemetery
(Homelake Military Veterans Cemetery located in Monte Vista, Colorado) or of the DMVA.  Giving
legal authority to a veterans' remains recovery organization to determine the status of unclaimed
cremated remains does not increase the number of remains identified for interment by DMVA.  The
bill merely codifies existing practice.  The bill does not change the revenue, expenditures, or
workload of any state or local government.  For these reasons, this bill is assessed as having no
fiscal impact.
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Effective Date

The bill was signed into law by the Governor on March 20, 2020, and takes effect
September 14, 2020, assuming no referendum petition is filed.

State and Local Government Contacts

Judicial Law Military Affairs

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


