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Bill Topic:  811 LOCATE EXEMPTION FOR COUNTY ROAD MAINTENANCE

Summary of
Fiscal Impact:

9  State Revenue
9  State Expenditure
9  State Transfer

9  TABOR Refund 
:  Local Government
9  Statutory Public Entity

The bill exempts counties from excavation notification requirements for routine or
emergency maintenance of right-of-ways on county-owned gravel or dirt roads.  The
bill decreases county workload on an ongoing basis.  

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required.  

Fiscal Note
Status:

The fiscal note reflects the introduced bill.  

Summary of Legislation

Under current law, counties must notify the statewide notification association of all owners and
operators of underground facilities (Colorado 811) of routine or emergency maintenance of
right-of-ways on county-owned dirt roads.  The bill exempts counties from excavation notification
requirements for routine or emergency maintenance of right-of-way on county-owned gravel or dirt
roads.  In order to be exempt from notification requirements, the county's routine or emergency
maintenance may not lower the existing grade or elevation of the road, shoulder, and ditches, and
does not disturb more than six inches in depth during the excavation operations.

Background

The Utility Notification Center of Colorado, or Colorado 811, is a statutory public entity authorized
to operate as the statewide, one-call system for locating underground facilities.  The organization
also promotes statewide public safety awareness, damage prevention programs, and other
educational services.  In addition, the Underground Damage Prevention Safety Commission in the
Department of Labor and Employment advises stakeholders on best practices and
safety-enhancement policies, and review complaints alleging violations of the state's excavation
laws.  The commission consists of 15 Governor-appointed members, including members of local
governments, energy producers, contractors, excavators, engineers, investor-owned utilities, rural
electric cooperatives, pipeline companies, telecommunications and broadband companies, water
utilities, transportation, and farming and ranching
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Local Government

The bill may decrease costs and workload for counties that perform routine or emergency
maintenance of right-of-ways on county-owned gravel or dirt roads.  These impacts will vary by
county and have not been estimated.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 5, 2020, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 6, 2020, as
scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.

State and Local Government Contacts

Counties Information Technology Labor
Law Municipalities Regulatory Agencies
Transportation

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


