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This bill clarifies that a child's immunization status or a parent or legal guardian's
decision to delay or decline one or more immunizations for a child does not, by itself,
constitute child abuse or neglect.  This bill potentially decreases state and local costs
and workload on an ongoing basis. 

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required. 

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the introduced bill. 

Summary of Legislation

This bill clarifies that a child's immunization status or a parent or legal guardian's decision to delay
or decline one or more immunizations for a child does not, by itself constitute child abuse or
neglect.  The bill specifies that a dependency and neglect investigation cannot be based solely on
these immunization factors.  Any party who reports suspected child abuse or neglect based solely
on the child's immunization status is subject to punishment for a class 3 misdemeanor.

Comparable Crime Analysis

Legislative Council Staff is required to include certain information in the fiscal note for any bill that
creates a new crime, changes the classification of an existing crime, or changes an element of an
existing crime.  This section outlines data on crimes comparable to the offense in this bill and
discusses assumptions on future rates of criminal conviction for those offense.

Prior conviction data and assumptions. This  bill creates the new offense for reporting
immunization status as suspected child abuse or neglect, a class 3 misdemeanor.  To form an
estimate on the prevalence of this new crime, the fiscal note analyzed the existing offense of false
reporting of child abuse and neglect as a comparable crime.  From FY 2016-17 to FY 2018-19,
zero offenders have been sentenced and convicted for this existing offense; therefore, the fiscal
note assumes that there will be minimal or no additional case filings or convictions for the new
offense under the bill.  Because the bill is not expected to have a tangible impact on criminal
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justice-related expenditures or revenue at the state or local levels, these potential impacts are not
discussed further in this fiscal note.  Visit leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes for more information about
criminal justice costs in fiscal notes.

State Expenditures

The fiscal note assumes that a dependency and neglect case would not be opened solely for failure
to vaccinate.  However, to the extent that the bill results in fewer investigations of dependency and
neglect, workload to the Judicial Department, the Office of the Child's Representative, and the
Office of the Respondent Parents' Council will decrease.  

Local Government

To the extent the bill results in fewer dependency and neglect investigations and fewer children in
the child welfare system, expenditures and workload in county departments of human services will
decrease.  The fiscal note assumes that any decrease in expenditures and workload will be
minimal.  

Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 5, 2020, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 6, 2020, as
scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.

State and Local Government Contacts

Human Services Information Technology
Judicial Public Health and Environment

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


