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CHAPTER 154

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

SENATE BILL 20-104

BY SENATOR(S) Cooke, Fields, Bridges, Ginal, Moreno, Priola, Tate;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Roberts, Bird, Duran, Froelich, Melton, Valdez A.

AN ACT

CONCERNING POWERS OF BUREAU OF ANIMAL PROTECTION AGENTS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly finds and
declares that:

(a) The protection of companion animals from cruelty and neglect is of utmost
importance to the citizens of Colorado;

(b) The general assembly has confirmed this value by enacting some of the most
robust and comprehensive animal protection laws in the country, including the
creation of the bureau of animal protection;

(c) Bureau of animal protection agents are often the first line of defense in
investigating allegations of animal cruelty and neglect in Colorado;

(d) Bureau of animal protection agents are highly trained officers who are skilled
in responding to suspected cases of animal cruelty and neglect; and

(e) Many law enforcement agencies in the state rely on the expertise of bureau
of animal protection agents to assist in inspecting and handling animal cruelty and
neglect inquiries; however, because the statutory authority granted to the bureau of
animal protection agents is unclear, not all cases of animal cruelty and neglect are
being fully investigated.

(2) Therefore, the general assembly declares it is a necessary and important part
of protecting companion animals to clarify the statutory investigative and
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impounding authority of bureau of animal protection agents to ensure that these
agents can fully execute their duty to protect Colorado companion animals from
cruelty and neglect.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 35-42-107, amend (2) and (4) as
follows:

35-42-107. Bureau personnel - appointment. (2) The commissioner may
appoint agents who are employees of the state, COLORADO-BASED nonprofit
corporations, municipal corporations, counties, cities, cities and counties, or any
other local governmental entity or political subdivision of the state.

(4) Agents of the bureau who have completed training as specified by the
commissioner are vested with the power to CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS AND issue
summons and complaints to enforce the provisions of part 2 of article 9 of title 18
€R-S;; and article 80 of this title; TITLE 35 as granted peace officers under
PURSUANT TO section 16-2-104, ER-S5; and shalt-be ARE designated as peace
officers, as described in sections 16-2.5-101 and 16-2.5-118. ERS:

SECTION 3. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act takes effect at
12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final
adjournment of the general assembly (August 5, 2020, if adjournment sine die is on
May 6, 2020); except that, if a referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3)
of article V of the state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of
this act within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect
unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in November 2020
and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official declaration of the vote
thereon by the governor.

Approved: June 29, 2020



