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WHO'S IN JAIL?

2015 Jail Population:
728,200 Inmates

Unconvicted Inmates
Nearly 75 percent of
neople in jail are
oeing held for
nonviolent traffic,
property, drug, or
other public order
offenses.
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m Convicteds Unconvicte

Sources: DOJ, BJ&il Inmates in 201& Correctional Populations in the US, 2@h8lVera Institute for Justice Report
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https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ji15.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cpus15.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/vera-web-assets/downloads/Publications/incarcerations-front-door-the-misuse-of-jails-in-america/legacy_downloads/incarcerations-front-door-infographic.jpg

Mental lllness in Our Jails

A ltis estimated that about
145% ' 2 million individuals with
A serious mental illness are

admitted to local jails
l I | annually.

Serious mental illness affects men and
women in jail at rates four to six times
higher than in the general population.

SourcesVera Institute for JusticBteadman,
H.J.,Osher F.C., Robbins, P.C., Case, B., &
Samuels, S. (2009). Prevalence of serious
mental illness among jail inmates. Psychiat
Services, 60, 76765.

I('IIII\I\I NATIONAL CONFERENCE of STATE LEGCISLATURES



https://storage.googleapis.com/vera-web-assets/downloads/Publications/incarcerations-front-door-the-misuse-of-jails-in-america/legacy_downloads/incarcerations-front-door-infographic.jpg

Drug Abuse and Dependence in Our Jails

Inmates and adult general population who met the criteria
for drug dependence or abuse, 2007-2009
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Note: See Methodology for definition of dependence and abuse based on the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manwal of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition. See appendix
table 1 for standard emors.
*Comparison group.
*Differance with the comparison group is significant at the 95% confidence level.
2eneral population estimates have been standardized to the state prisoner
population by sex, race, Hispanic origin, and age.
Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Mational Inmate Surveys, 2007 and 2008-09;

and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, National Sureey
an Drug Use and Health, 2007-2009.

A More than half of state
prisoners meet the
criteria for drug
dependence or abuse.

A More than two-thirds of
sentenced jail inmates
meet the criteria for drug
dependence or abuse.

SourcesBJS ReporSAMHSA
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https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudaspji0709.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/criminal-juvenile-justice

According to Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA), the criminal justice system is the
single largest source of referral to substance abuse treatment.

50 -
40 -
34.9 34.4
30 -
1=
&
& 20 4
12.0
894
10 - 7.2
1.1 0.5
] ' 1
Individual! Criminal Other Alcoholf Other health Schoaol Employer!
gelf justice community drug abuse care care provider Employea
provider Assistance
Program

Source: SAMHSA Treatment Episode Data Set - Discharges (TEDS-D), 2011.

SourcesSAMHSA Report
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https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/report_2321/ShortReport-2321.html

1. How do we prevent individuals who are
inappropriate for jail from ending up there?

2. How do we address those who do end up in
the justice system?
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Deflection

“Stopping a citizen from entering the criminal justice system who
is at immediate risk of or is at likely future risk of entering the
criminal justice system due to behavioral health challenges, and
instead deflecting (moving) them into the community human

services system.”

Sources: Jac Charlier, TASC
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Recent Deflection Enactments:

A (alifornia SB 843 (2016)

A LEAD pilot program and made a $15 million appropriation.
A Kentucky SB 120 (2017)

A Authorized Angel Initiative programs.

A New Jersey AB 3744 (2016)

A Authorized law enforcement assisted addiction and recovery
program.

A New Mexico HB 2 (2017)
A Authorized funding for the study of LEAD in Santa Fe.
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Charleston County, South Carolina

A The Charleston County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC)
was awarded $2.25 million from the Safety and Justice Challenge, an
initiative of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, to
invest in a mix of strategies that will reduce the average daily jail
population over the next three years. The (CJJ has:

A
A

A

Enhanced police practices;

Increased alternatives to jail for people dealing with mental illness,
substance abuse issues, and homelessness pre- and post-booking;

Piloted automated court reminders;

Launched a risk-based pretrial management system to ensure the decision
for pretrial release or detention is based on standardized assessments of
risk.

Expedited indigence screening to improve access to counsel, and reduce
time to disposition. 5 SAFETY + JUSTICE

CH ALL FNCF

Suppo y e John D Catherine T
MacAr P' :I-.murl
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Police Interactions With the Mentally lll: State Laws

Mental Health Training for Police

lSpecmes Crisis Intervention Teams
‘Both Updated December 2016
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Good Samaritan/911 Overdose Immunity Laws
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Pretrial Drug Courts and Diversion Programs
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