
 

February 10, 2022 
 
Chairwoman Gonzales and Honorable Members 
Senate State, Veterans, & Military Affairs Committee 
Colorado General Assembly 

 

Re: Submitted as written testimony on SB22-053 

 

Dear Chairwoman Gonzales and honorable members of the Committee,  

I am writing in my capacity as President of the Colorado Medical Society (CMS) to respectfully 
request your no vote on SB22-053 Hospital Visitation During a Pandemic.  

We at CMS understand how difficult the COVID-19 pandemic has been for patients and loved 
ones when hospital policy does not allow visitations. Colorado’s health care facilities and 
providers take the welfare of their patients, residents, and staff very seriously. Facility restrictions 
are made only after careful consideration, and solely for the purpose of protecting patients, 
their loved ones, and staff from serious contagious disease.  

The spread of COVID-19 inside health care facilities remains a real concern. Throughout the 
pandemic, there were multiple outbreaks inside hospitals and long-term care facilities, affecting 
patients, providers and visitors. The risk of introduction into facilities increases as community 
transmission becomes more widespread, therefore, restricting visitor access and reducing the 
number of people inside health care facilities is key to minimizing the spread of COVID-19 and 
saving countless lives.  

Clinical decisions to put restrictions in place over the past two years were not made lightly, and 
were aligned with local, state, federal, and global public health guidance to minimize spread of 
the virus. It is critical for facilities to have this authority so they can respond nimbly and 
appropriately to health threats for the sake of patients and the health care professionals who 
continue to put themselves at risk caring for their communities during the on-going pandemic. 

For the reasons above, I respectfully request your no vote on SB22-053. CMS understands the 
difficult nature of this issue and thanks the committee for understanding the need for thoughtful 
approaches during this challenging time.  

Sincerely, 

 

Mark B. Johnson, MD 

President, Colorado Medical Society 






