Attachment F

American Students Aren’t Learning The
Full Truth About Slavery

Students often get only a superficial view of the atrocity that built the country, a new
study finds.

By Rebecca Klein
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American students are being taught an inadequate and often sanitized version of history
when it comes 1o slavery, according to a new report.
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The report, from the Southern Poverty Law Center, looks at how slavery is presented in K-
12 classrooms and found that students are often taught a deeply incomplete version of
events. Students learn inspirational stories — about figures like Harriet Tubman and
good Samaritans who helped slaves reach freedom in the underground railroad —
before they learn about the horrors of enslavement. When they learn about slavery, it is
often presented as an isolated, albeit unfortunate phenomenon, disconnected from
white supremacist ideclogies that abetted it and the racism that continues as a
pervasive part of American life today

Only 8 percent of high school seniors surveyed by an independent polling firm for the
study identified slavery as the primary reason for the Civil War. Almost half identified tax
protests as the main cause.

Teachers also posted disappointing results. About 66 percent of social studies teachers
surveyed said they discuss the immorality of slavery with their classes. A little over half
of surveyed teachers said they talk about the continued legacy of slavery in today’s
society with students. Southern Poverty Law Center said the study surveyed more than
1,700 social studies teachers that subscribe to its teaching tolerance project, as well as
others found on commercial lists.

The study also reviewed 15 states’ content standards, and 10 popular U.S. history
textbooks. It found that while some states did better than others, they generally
demanded only superficial-level teaching on the subject of slavery. Textbooks were
similarly problematic.

While more than 90 percent of surveyed teachers said they feel comfortable talking
about slavery in their classroom, many teachers revealed a higher level of discomfort in
answers to open-ended questions, especially when dealing with young children.

“I focus on the resistance factor more to avoid the children being scared by man’s
humanity to man [sic]. | don't want to steal any child’s innocence, though | want to make
sure that the children know the real history of their country,” wrote one teacher.

The impact of inadequate teaching about slavery does not end when students leave the
classroom. It contributes to how they see the world, the country's distribution of power,
and the institutions around them.

“it's not simply an event in our history; it's central to our hlstory, the report notes.

Fixing the way slavery is taught in schools has a specific urgency at this moment in
history, amid a surge in white nationalism, the report says. Understanding and facing
the history is an essential first step of alleviating the indelible stain slavery has left on
the country.

“If we don't get the early history of our country right, we are unlikely to be equipped to
do the heavy lifting necessary to bridge racial divides now and in the future,” the report
says. “It is a moral necessity if we are to move the country forward toward healing
slavery’s persistent wounds.”
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Dehydration by E1
Module 9 (3)
Prelab Assignment

Read Objective/background section before doing lab.

Item Definition

B-elimination

carbocation rate determining
elimination

anti-periplanar elimination
alkene stability

E/Z stereochemistry

dehydration

endothermic reactions

Table 1. Definitions.

Compound Name MW, 2

Functional
0 .
Provide Structure % Si

b
Formula bp° Groups®



cyclohexene

Table 2. Additional Organic Compounds

2Molecular weight in g/mol. °(Formula beginning with C, H, alphabetical. “Boiling point at
in °C. 9Functional groups (may be more than one. ¢Precautions that should be taken witl
compound.

@ This preview has intentionally blurred sections. Sign up to view the full version.
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! 1. Write out all the steps for the reaction of cyclohexanal with H2S04 to produce cyclohe

we assume that it proceeds as an E1 mechanism. Label each step as fast, very fast, or
determining. Label all intermediates.




