REP MANNY RUTINEL PRESENTS HB 25-1295

SUMMARY

Food (sl

HB25-1295 establishes a reciprocal licensing and permitting system for food
trucks operating across local government jurisdictions in Colorado. The bill
aims to make it easier for food truck operators to work in multiple jurisdictions
without needing to apply for new licenses and permits each time.

RECIPROCAL LICENSING AND
PERMITTING

A local government must
issue a reciprocal business
license, health department

permit, and fire safety
permit if the food truck
operator:

e Holds active business,
health, and fire safety
permits from another

local government.

. Pays the required
application, licensing,
and permitting fees.

KEY PROVISIONS
FAST-TRACK APPROVAL

* Local governments must
review applications and
decide within 30
calendar days.

Reduced licensing and
permitting fees are
allowed for reciprocal
permits.

PURPOSE

e

This bill streamlines food truck operations, encourages small business growth,
and removes regulatory barriers across different local jurisdictions.
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HB25-1295

The Food Truck Reciprocity Bill addresses these challenges by: /

+ Streamlining the Licensing Process: Allowing food truck operators with valid business, health, and fire safety
permits from one local government to obtain reciprocal licenses and permits in other jurisdictions.

¢ Reducing Red Tape: Establishing a clear 14-day timeline for local governments to review and process applications,
providing operators with greater predictability and efficiency.

* Promoting Fair Access: Prohibiting local ordinances that unreasonably restrict food truck operations, such as
limiting days of operation or requiring excessive distances from brick-and-mortar establishments.

This legislation strikes a balance between maintaining public health and safety standards while enabling food trucks to
operate more freely and efficiently throughout the state. By supporting this bill, Colorado will foster a more inclusive
business environment, encourage innovation, and enhance consumer choice.
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NMumber of Food Trucks Opened by Year
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fip Codes|Cities in whichyour food trudk operates {please Bst):

80227 |Lakewood, Lonetree, Fort Collins, Arvada, Granby, Aurora, Loveland, Windsor, Centennial, Littleton, Colosado Springs, Estes Park, Greeley, Golden

80238 |Denver Lakewood Littleton golden Lafayette Aurora centennial Broomfield Arvada

81273 |State wide.

80223 |Private events / Weddings

go204 |Colorado alf over

80504 |Berthoud, Boulder, Brighton, Broomfield, Cherry Hills, Commerce City, Dacono, Deaver, Erie, Firestone, Fort Collins, Frederick, Greeley, Lafayette, takewood, Hittleton, Longmont, Louisville, Loveland, Mead, Niwot, Northglenn, Thomton, Windsor

80015 |Centennial

80525 |Loveland,Fort Collins, Timnath, Wellington, Windsor, severance, Laporte, Longmont, Estes, broomfield, boulder, Westminster, Golden, Lyons, Erie, Brighton, Johnstown, Greeley, Garden City, Eaton, Pierce, Ault, Nunn

80526 |Foco, Loveland, Greeley, Longmont, Denver, Littleton, federal height, Boulder, steamboat, beaver Creek, Grand junction, Cheyenne, larimie, North Glen

80537 |Fort collins, wellington, greeley, Erie, firestone, dacono, windsor, loveland, Bellevue, Evans, longmont, millikan, mead, johnstown, firestone, berthoud, thoraton.

80537 |Loveland, Berthoud, Fort Collins, Frederick, Mead

80524 |Fort Collins, Estes, Durango, Buena Vista, Eagle

80227 [Denver, Golden, Castler Rock, Fort Collins, Vail, Avon, Aspen, takewood, Littleton, Highlands Ranch, Aurora, Boulder, Westminster, Broomfield, Brighton and almost anywhere in CO

80917 |All over Colorado

80601 |Too many to list

80207 |Denver,Boulder, Fortcollins, Colo springs, Aspen, ECT

80603 |Greeley, Fort Lupton, Firestone, Frederick, Lochbuie, Hudson, Longmont, Fort Collins, Loveland, Johnstown.

805238 |Loveland, Ft Collins, Windsor, Timnath, Berthoud, Lyons, Estes Park

80223 |All of the Denver Metro except Castle Rock, Parker

80109 |Denver, Aurora, Parker, Castle Rock, Golden, Centennial, Englewood, fair play, Colorado springs

80906 |Colorado Springs, Golden, Fountain, pueblo

80125 |Denver, Englewood, Commerce City, Castle Rock, Castle Pines, Aurors, Centennial, Lone free, Highlands Ranch, Littleton, Lakewood

80125 |Denver, HR, CR, Littleton, Aurora, Englewood, Castle Pines, Lakewood, Centennial, Commerce City, Reunion, Lone Tree, Morrison

80239 |Denver,aurora,arvada Denver county Jeff co

80227 |Denver, Lakewood, Littleton, golden, Aurora, centennial, Parker, castle rock, Arvada, broomfield,

80922 |Colorado Springs

20204 |Denver

80202 |Denver, Golden, Arvada, Morrison, Lakewood (Upon Launch}

80033 Englewood, Denver, Jeffco, golden, Arvada, Edge Water, and Commerce City.
80640  |Commerce City
80011  |Aurora,Denver,Commerce City
80219 |Denver
80017  |Aurora
80229  (Thornton
80013 |Denver
80249  |Englewood, Arvada, Aurora, Denver
80018 |Aurora
80124  |Denver Aurora
80538  |Lovelandy FortColfins
80302  |Opera & meses en Boutder Pearl Street
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Difficulty of Obtaining Business Licenses and Permits
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Delays in Business Openings Due to Permits and Regulations

Belail Faad Falablichment Lizense _ . /
Health Depatment epection |
Fiee Departraent Sporaval _ _

Zunirg B Parking Permits

individusl CtyTown Lcensing |

Parmrnt o Regulation

Busiress Registration (LLC. EIN. Sabes Tax Licenaet )
Cormmmaary Sgresmend b

Chher b

-}

g 4 6 T i3
Numnbes of Meabon

- %wwcmmi}m/ﬂmﬁm? Wu,m;

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT




Frequency

Clarity of Licensing Guidance from City/County Officials

Level of Guidance Received
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Annual Spending on Permits, Fees, and Regulatory Costs
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Annual Spending on Permits & Fees
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Have you ever delayed opening or expansion due to regulatory barriers? o= o
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Have YOI EVET %ﬁmﬂﬁ?ﬂmﬁw mﬁwﬂw: siondus to %m&.ww.nﬁwﬁ barriers? ifyes, Please mhﬁﬁ.w—..&gm,..&l
Lack of communication and sesponse from heslth depaitment.

Appliad in Brighton for 2n event st 2 brewery scheduled 7 weeks out. At the time of the event, city of Brighton
had not processed zpplication. Went to 2vent snyways. Was remowved from brawery spot by City ordinance
enforcament.

Denver is absolutely homendous to work with 2nd we have been pushed back opening for months stz time
berausa of thelr system.

If's expensive

We nnly opearste in Centennizl because of the cost and hoops to jump through to legslly operste in other
cities sround us; Auroas, Parker, Denver

Linable o fill cut sll the papenvork or get shold of the right parson to understand what thay nesd from me
and then they change it every yesr. Who do parks and 7ec need evaything to be notarized

| had towsit B0 days for my food truck leyout and design to be spproved, before | the company could stan
my build. Thiz not only is comical but set my project back 3 months. 1 took them exactly S0 business days
o approve 2 commen food truck layout.

Fire parmit changes that stopped health depantment licensa. Unzble to obtsin health licensewithout fire
parmit. Fre Marshall failled mewhen | was within code with & scheduled inspection the following day.

Different agancies haye their pwn timeline and refuse to communicste with sach other causing delzys svenin
simple renewel of licensing. For example & spdific fire derpartment which | will not nameis known in thefoed
truck community to purpossely f2il zllinspertions first ime gping against sven thelr own MFPA guidelines so
they can collect the snrs 8100 they charge for se inspection yet st the se inspection they never verify 2nything
angd avary tme they make up something different but they may pass one truck then fail the ptheronefor s
different season.

I'm ane small city the fire Marshal made ndiculous impsovements needed to cperate in this small city sven
though | hawe fmac approval from many lasge counties across Colosadn.

Thereis a rumaos that the fire chief os sbmepne connecied to the fire department owns = food truck 2nd they
sretiying to keap other trucks out of their city.

It'= criminzl in my opinicn.

Abways waiting 1o hear back

It's wery difficult to keep sech city's requirements in mind. There should be cnathat covers all.

| sefuse to open in Castle Rock. We opasated fos 7 yesrs then a new fise chisf was hired he pulled out of FMAC
zngd charged fess that make it imesponsible to cparate - only to not change any of the sefety requirements.

hewebsite for Denver county is hosrible you £2n not ever spesk te s human. The follow up is sxtremely slow

zAlguna vez ha retrasado la apertura o expansion de su negocio debido 4 batreras
regulatorias? 5i es asi-, por favor explique

Lastyear | was not operating my food truck and | lost some spaces because they
would not give me a permit from the fire department in Denver, it took me 8 months to
find a way to do it because the city asked me to do everything online and online
would not let me do it, finally | decided not to renew in Denver and | no tonger do
business in that city.

Yes, at this very morment we are waiting for the hood of our new facility to pass
inspection.

They do not accept a legalized Wesminster kitchen.

The inspection
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Desired Changes in the Regulatory Proc
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Support for Simplifying Food Truck Licensing and Reducing Fees

Number of Responses

Totally A lot
Support Level
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yonewould like 1o share abowt your story or sny other sugsestions:

Wery hard to identify what cities or countias require sepsrate applicstions.

The fire department is probably one of the wesst hengups. Currently, the south metro fire district reguires 2n
inspection from s depanment using the fire marshsal of Colorado guidelines. This does notinclude Denver.
The mose frustrating part is that the different fire depastments don't charge the same. [ can getz FMOC
inspection from Auroes for 8C, the south metro fire district charges S50 for the same inspection.

Also, DFD requires 2 propane permit. It used to cost 350 annuslly, now it3€™s 200,

If there was 2 way to have one set sales tax license or sales tax rate for all locations. Thatwould also beveny
helpful. It°s ridicuious to haveto keep track of 10+ licenses. There ase multiple imizdictions that will charge
{zte fees on zero-files. | once had to pay the city of Arvada 3125 in filing fees. At that time, | hadn't operated

0 Anreda for owver & months.

There zre times that | am brought to tesrs over the things we have to go theough and the amount of money we
have to spend. | constantly askwhy is this so hard. |1 isn’t {2k to be treated the way we zre trested when we are
simply trying 1o live and provide for our community. We are trested 25 if we are 2 money ploy for sveryone
=nd that is all. We have had to jump through so many hoops and pay such high fees for things that we have
been forced to look out of state for work. We were one of the first trucks in the state before the big movement.
Each and ewvery year the process gets harder and harder. Agencies take sdvantage of us and fine us for things
that sre complately relevamt. | could go on for days but thatis just 2 glimpse of our lves.

Algo que le gustari-a compartir sobre su historia ocualquier otra sugerenciaz

I am available to advocate for this imporiant change for us smaill food businesses.

Parking permits are asking for too much rent and this should be untawiful.

| keep = sprazdsheet for 2ll the municipalities | 2m licensed in, and it has a2 column forwhich city/town | have
to file directly with that municipslity [home-rule) os fill with the State. ‘While | fzel | am very organized, | think
thiz is 2 major concern for foed truck opesstors who get opvenwhelmed with the ssles tex regquirements fwhen
and tz whom they have to file with) and then don't file as they should.

Due to the poor explanation of where the permits are taken and not having a guide of
the steps to follow there are people who mistead in helping and charge for this
service outrageously.

We just started our new food truck last fall sfter being closed for 4 yesrs. The regulstions, costs and hoops to
jump through have made it extremely difficult for us to grow & new start up.

In some cities outside of Denver, such as Fort Lupton, Denver inspections are not
valid for some reason, especiatly fire inspection. It has to be a non-Denver
inspection.

The ameunt of imes we have booked an gvent and then someone has told us the day of we are missing
SOIME new permit or some new fee that we didn’t pay lastyear

More support is needed for new entrepreneurs to comptly with all procedures and
rules.

We operate 2l over Colosade in multiple counties. Itwould be néce to have 1 simple application that can
handle zll permiting and would be extremely convenient to have inspettors essier to get shold of znd
schedule,

There should be more DIRECT personnet -MOT INTERNET-, AND THAT KNOW THE
PROCEDURES IN DETAIL BECAUSE NOT EVEN THEY KNOW WHAT TC DO AND HOWTO

DOIT.IT'S ALL TWISTS AND TURNS....

| think #you have been inspected and approved by s professional fire Marshzl the other fire Marshals should
respect the decision of theilr peers. Anything el=ea is discrimination egsinst smell businessas

THis is needad by every single food truck

| den't use prepane 2nd | am exempt in Dereer and South Metro until | 2dd propane to my truck. Castle Rock
| need = sticker 2nd inspercted yesrly and they charge me snless | can getdosen to thel free day.

| use batteries and | am fine except in Denver and South Metro until | add propane. In Castle Rock | need to ba
inspected eveny yesr sntd pay a fee unless | am able to meke it down to thelr free inspection day.
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Thank You for
Your Support!

- AdelanteCommunity.org ‘vﬂ ot






