Attachment C

January 25, 2016

Chairman Max Tyler

Haonorable Members of the House Transportation and Energy Committee
Colorado State Capitol

200 East Colfax

Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear Chairman Tyler and Honorable Members:

In 2009, the Roaring Fork Transportation Autharity {RFTA) and the Pikes Peak Regional Transportation
Authority asked the Legislature to consider adding a property tax authorization to the Reglonal
Transportation Authority (RTA) Law. The Legislature approved the amendment to authorize a uniform
mill levy of up to 5 mills, with voter approval, but included a sunset provision on January 1, 2019. RFTA
Is seeking an amendment to the RTA Law that would extend the 5 mill property tax authorization to
January 1, 2028,

RFTA, which is comprised of eight member jurisdictions, is the regional public transit agency serving
communities in the Colorado State Highway 82 corridor from Glenwood Springs to Aspen, and the I-70
corridor from Glenwood Springs to Rifle, an area encompassing roughly 70 linear miles. RFTA is the
second largest transit agency in Colorado and the largest rural transit agency in the United States.

Between 1576, when transit service first began in the region, to 2014, RFTA bus ridership has grown
from approximately 312,000 ttips per year to nearly 5 million, a 1400% increase. In September 2013,
RFTA implemented VelociRFTA, the nation’s first rural Bus Rapid Transit system. According to on-board
surveys conducted from 2006 to 2014, over 60% of RFTA commuter bus trips are for work-related
purposes and nearly 50% of RFTA's ridership has an annual household income of $35,000 or Jess.

Capital funding has been challenging, with the price of one fully-equipped commuter coach, capable of
operating on Compressed Natural Gas, rising to over $730,000 in 2015. Every 12 to 15 years, RFTA must
replace over 80 buses in its fleet. State and Federal capital funding grants are unpredictable and
inadequate to enable timely fleet replacement, while maintaining transit service operations to meet
growing demand. Additional dedicated local capital funding is essential to support RFTA’s long-term
capital replacement needs, so that vital public transit services aren't negatively impacted.

Rohust local and regiconal transit services with adequate dedicated capital funding are critical to the
state’s mobility, economy, and quality of life. RFTA and other Regional Transportation Authorities need
the ability to plan for and seek voter approval of modest property increases to support their capital
replacement needs beyond the current sunset on this authorization. For this reason, | encourage the
House Transportation and Energy Committee to support this worthwhile and much needed Bill
Concemning Extension for a Reglonal Transportation Authority to Impose a Uniform Mill Levy on all
Taxable Property within its boundaries. '

Sincerely,

Robin Wodters
Robin Waters
President/CEO

BISTORIC BOWNTOWN * WILLITS TOWN CENTER * MIDVALLEY CENTERS
BASALT BUSINESS CENTER * ORCHARD PLAZA * EL JEBEL * OLD SNOWMASS

The Red Caboose * Lions Park behind Town Hall
PO Box 5i4, Basalt, CO 81621

Phone 970,927-4031 * Fax 970.927.2833 * www.BasaltChamber.com -

CHAMBER O COMMERCE




Town of New Castle Adminisivation
450 W, Main Street Phome: (970) 984-2311
PO Box 90 Fax: (970) 984-2716
New Castle, CO 81647 www.newcastlecolorado.org

January 14, 2016

Chairman Max Tyler

Honorable Members of the House Transportation and Energy Committes
Colorado State Capitol

200 East Colfax

Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear Chairman Tyler and Honorable Membeys:

In 2009, the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) and the Pikes Penk Regional Transportation
Authority asked the Legislature to consider adding a property tax autherization to the Regional Transportation
Authority (RTA) Law. The Legislature approved the amendment to authorize a uniform mill fevy of up to 5
mills, with voter approval, but included a sunset provision on January 1, 2019, RFTA is seeking an amendment
to the RTA Law that would extend the 5 mill property tax suthorization to January 1, 2029,

RFTA, which is comprised of eight member jurisdictions, is the regional public transit agency serving
communities in the Colorado State Highway 82 corridor from Glenwood Springs to Aspen, and the I-70 corridor
from Glenwood Springs to Rifle, an area encompassing ranghly 70 linear miles. RFTA is the second largest
transit agency in Colorado and the largest rural transit agency in the United States.

Between 1976, when transit service first began in the region, to 2014, RFTA bus ridership has grown from
approximately 312,000 trips per year to nearly 5 million, a 1400% increase. In September 2013, RFTA
implemented VelociRFTA, the nation’s first rural Bus Rapid Transit system. According to on-board surveys
conducted from 2006 {o 2014, over 60% of RFTA commuter bus trips are for work-related purposes and nearly
50% of RFTA's ridership has an annual houschold income of $35,000 or less,

Capital funding has been challenging, with the price of one fully-equipped commuter coach, capable of operating
on Compressed Natural Gas, rising to over $730,000 in 2015. Every 12 to 15 years, RFTA must replace over 80
buses in its fleel. State and Federal capital funding grants are unpred:clab)e and inadequate to enable timely fleet
replacement, while maintaining transit service operations to meet growing demand. Additional dedicated local
cap:tal funding is essential to support RFTA's long-term capital replacement needs, so that vital public transit
services aren’t negatively impacted,

Robust local and regional transit services with adequate dedicated capital funding are critical to the state’s
mobility, economy, and quality of life, RFTA and other Regional Transportation Authorities need the ability to
plan for and seek vater approval of madest property increases to support their capital replacement needs beyond
the current sunset on this authorization. Far this reason, I encourage the House Transportation and Energy
et m o __Cnmmutec.tu.suppumhxs wosthwhile and much needed Bill Concerning.Extension for.a Regional Transportation.......... ...
Authonty to Impose a Uniform Mill Levy on all Taxable Propesty within its boundaries,

Sincerely,

gt

Mayor

¢ e R e TATEN AT G AT e - PR min ST e L S Attt i L ST Y




AL

COUNTY

HOUSE BILL 16-1067 - Official County Position

Approved by the Eagle County Board of Commissioners on January 19, 2016

House Bill 16-1067:  Authorization for Extension for a Regional Transportation Authority to Impose a
Uniform Mill Levy Within its Territory

Sponsor(s): Mitsch Bush {House) / Donovan (Senate)
County Position: SUPPORT
Policy Principle(s): Supports new and existing revenue streams for transportation and transit needs of

Colorado; Supports initiatives and programs that provide multi-modal funding
opportunities,
Description: .
House Bill 16-1067 would extend the authorization for a regional transportation authority to impose a uniform
mill levy of up to 5 mills on all taxable property within its tarritory from the current sunset of January 1, 2019 to
January 1, 2029. The current authority that exists was authorized by the Legislature in 2009.

County Comments:
The Roaring Fork Transportation Authority {(RFTA) serves communities along the Highway 82 corridor between .
Glenwood Springs and Aspen. This includes Eagle County communities of Basalt, El Jebel and other
unincorporated areas. RFTA also serves the [-70 corridor from Glenwood Springs to Rifle, which connects several
other communities. With nearly 5 million trips per year and the nation’s first rural Bus Rapid Transit system
(VelociRFTA), RFTA provides crucial transit services that support the workforce, employers and overall economic
activity in the Roaring Fork Valiey and beyond.

RFTA Is working to address long-term capital planning and funding, especlally in regards to bus fleet replacement.
With ane fully-equipped commuter coach capable of running on compressed natural gas costing close to $730,000
in 2015, the challenge is apparent when considering RFTA must replace over 80 busses every 12 to 15 years. This
bilt would provide a revenue option to discuss with voters that would help address these capital needs beyond the
current authorization sunset of January 1, 2019.

Eagle County supports revenue opiions for local voters and local communities to consider in order to fund desired
levels of services. This bill would present RFTA with an option to discuss with voters to address the increasing
costs of bus replacements and other capital needs of running a transit system that supports economic activity in a
key corridor of the State of Colorado. ’

Eagle County respectfully requests your YES vote on HB 16-1067.




GUNISON VALLEY/

Gunnison Valley Rural Transportation Authority

I Scott Truex, Executive Director
P.0. Box 39, Crested Butie, CO 81224

Phone: 970.275.0111

FAX: 970,349.6526

Email: struex@aunnisonvalleyrta org
October 12, 2015

To:  Roaring Fork Transportation Authority
2307 Wulfsohn Road
Glenwood Springs, Colorado 81601

In 2009, the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) and the Pikes Peak Regional
Transportation Authority asked the Legislature to consider adding a property tax
authorization to the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Law. The Legislature
approved the amendment to authorize a uniform mill levy of up to 5 mills, with voter
approval, but included a provision that will require the property tax authorization to
sunset on January 1, 2019.

So far, neither RFTA nor PPRTA. have asked voters to approve a RTA property tax mill
-levy for their programs and services. Currently, RFTA is performing due diligence to
determine whether a property tax mill levy request should be made to voters in its region
sometime between 2016 and 2019.

Last week, RFTA asked the Transportation Legislative Review Committee to sponsor an
amendment to the RTA Law that would extend the 5 mill property tax authorization until
January 1, 2029, if not indefinitely. The TLRC asked that RFTA contact the other 4
Regional Transportation Authorities in Colorado to verify there were no unforeseen
objections to this extension. The extension would allow for a property tax to be taken to
the voters for approval at a Iocal level and would not obligate any RTA to do so.

The Gunnison Valley Transportation Authority concurs that the extension may be
beneficial to our financing options and does not conflict with any plans or strategies
identified for futuré successes.

Sincerely,

/QW.

Scott Truex
Executive Diractor,
Gunnison Valley Transportation Authority

/e




15 SOUTHTTH STREET
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80805
P; (719) 955-0473

Fi (T19) 471141228
winw.PikesPeakRTA.com

February 2, 2016

Chalrman Max Tyler and Honorable Members of the House Transportation and Energy
Committee

200 East Colfax

Denver, Colorado 80203

in 2009, the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) and the Pikes Peak Regional
Transportation Authority asked the Legislature to consider adding a property tax authorization
to the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Law. The Legislature approved the amendment
to authorize a uniform mill levy of up to 5 mills, with voter approval, but included a provision
that will require the property tax authorization to sunset on January 1, 2019,

So far, nane of the Colorado RTAs have asked voters to approve a RTA property tax miif levy for
their programs and services. Currently, RFTA is performing due diligence to determine whether
a property tax mill levy request should be made to voters in its region sometime between 2016
and 2019,

RFTA is seeking an amendment to the RTA Law that would extend the 5 mill property tax
authorization until January 1, 2029, if not indeﬁnitely._ The extension would allow fora
property tax to be taken to the voters for approval at a local level and would not obligate any
RTA to do so.

At its October 14, 2015 meeting, the Pikes Peak RTA Board discussed this legislative Issue and
decided that a bill to extend the sunset provision to January 1, 2023 would not conflict with any
of our Board's plans for the future,

Sincerely,
?”“‘).—v-’\_—\: é/ —'\7
Dennis Hisey, Board Chaif

Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority

LI e .

EL PASO COUNTY + CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS » CITY OF MANITOU SPRINGS +« GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS
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January 14; 2016

‘ChairrianMax Tylet

Honorable Members of the House Transportatior arid Energy Committee
‘Colorado State Capitol

200 East Calfax

Denver, Coloradd 80203

'Dear Chiairiiian Tyler and Honorable Members:

11 °2009, the Roatihg Fork Transportation Authorlty (RFTA)-and thé Pikes Peak Reglonal Transportation
Authority asked the Legislature.to consider-adding a property tax authofization to the Regional
“Transportation Authority (RTA) Law. The Legistature approved the arhendmient to authortze g uniform
niill levy-of up to 5.mills, with voter approval, but fheluded a sunset provision-on Jafiuary 4, 2019. RFTA
15 seeking an amendment fo the RTA Law that would extend the 5 mill property tax authorlzation to
January 1,72029. | ' :
RFTA, whiich is comprised of elght memiber jurisdictions, i§ the regiondl public transit agency serving
communities In the Colorado Staté Highway 82 cotridor from Glenwood Springs to Aspen, and the |-70
carridor from Glenwaood $prings to Rifle; an area ehcompassing rouglily 70 linearmiles. RFTA is the
second largest transit agancy in Colorado and the largest rural-transit agency in the Uriited States.
Betweeri 1976, when transit service first began In the reglon; to 2014, RFETA bus ridership has grown
from approximately 312,000 trlps per year to nearly 5 million;a 1400% increase, In September 2013,
RETA imiplemented VeloclRFTA, the nation’s first rufal Bus Rapid Transit system. According to on-board
surveys conducted frofn 2006 to-2014; ovar 60% af RFTA commuter-bus trips-are for work-related
grposes and nearly 50% of RFTA's ridership has an annual household'income of $35,000 or fess.
Capital funding has been challenglng, with the price of one fully-equipped commuter coach, ¢apable of
opefating ofi Compressed Natural Gas, tising to over $730,000in 2015, Every 12 to 15'years, RFTA must
replace over 80 buses Jn its fleet: State and Federal capital funding grants are unpredictable and
inadequate to, enable timelyfleet replacefnent, whilé maintairiing transit service perations to neét
growing demand. Additional dedicated lgcal capital funding Is essentlal to support RFTA’s long-term'
capital replacement needs, sothat vital public transit services aren't riegat'ivelif impacted.,
Tobustlocal and reglonal transitservices with adequate dedicated capital fundlng afe critical tothe
state’s mobility, economy, and quality of life; RETA afid other Regional Transportation Authotities need
the ability to ptan for and seekvotet approval of modest property Increases to support their capital
replacement needs beyond the current sunset on this authorization. For this reasen, | encolirage the
‘House Transportation and:Energy Committee to support this worthwhile and much needéd Bil
Concerning Extenslon fora Reglonal Transportéation Authority toImpose a Uniform Mill Levy onall
Taxahle Property within its boundaries. -

Sinceraly,

‘Debble Braun,
President & CEO _ _
Aspen Chamber Resort Association
425 Ri6 Grands Flate; Aspen, Colorado 81611
T 9709251940 F 9709201173
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I'OWN OF CARBONDALE
11 Coltnado Avenue
Carhondale, CO 81623
wirw.carhonilegor.eong
(O70) 9682733 Fax: @70} 0619110

Jannary 28, 2616

Chairman Masx. Tyler ‘

Horicrable Members of the House Transportation and-Energy Committee
‘Colorade State Capitol

200 East Colfax:

Dexnvér, Colorado 80203

Deap-Chairman Tylerand Honotable Membets:

1n.2009, the Roaring Fork Transpoitition Auttiority (RFTA) éind the Pikes Peak Regional
Transportation Authority asked the Legislature: to consideradding a property fax authorization 16
the, Regisiial Transportationt Authority (RTAYLaw. The Legislature approved the amendment to
authorize a uniform mill levy of up to 5 mills, with voter approval, but included a sunset
provision on January 1,2019. RFTA js seeking an amemdment to the RTA Law that would’
extend the 5 mill property tax authorization to Jantary 1, 2029.

RETA, which {sicompiised of eight: memberjurisdictions, is the regional peblictransit agency
serving commuities i the Colorado Stite Highivay 82 cotridor from Gletiwood Springs to
Aspen, and the: 1-70 corridor from Glenwood Springs to Rifle, an area-encompassing foughly 70
lincar. niiles. RFTA is the second largest transit agenicy in Colorado and the largest rural transit
agenicy.in the United States. RFTA yequires 4 super majority board approval to move forward
with a propeity tax question.

Between {976, when transit service first began in the:zegion, fo 2014, RFTA bus ridership hias
‘grown from approxiniately 312,000 trips per year to-nearly S'million, a 1400% increase, In
September 2013, RFTA implémented VelociRFTA, the nation’s fifst Tural Bus Rapid Transit
system. .According to.on-board surveys condaeted from 2006 fo 2014, over 60% of RFTA
condmiter hus tips afe for work-refated purppses and néarly 50% of RFTA’s ridershiip has an
annual household incorne of $35,000 or less,

Capital fitnding has béen chatlénging, with thie pricéof one folly-équipped cofimuter coach,
capable of aperating on Compressed Natutal Gas, rising to:over $730,000 in2015. Every 13 to
15 yedrs, RFTA miust replace over 80 buses in its fleet. State and Federal capital funding granis:
are unpredictable and inadeqiate to enable timely fleet replacemént, while maintaining transit
service operations to meet growing demand. Additional dedjcated local capital fanding maybe
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ni¢eded to support RFTA's long-term capital replacement fieeds, so that public transit services
aren’t negatively impacted,

Robust local and regional transit services with adeguate dedieated eapital fusiding are critical to
thie sfate’s mobility, economy, and quality of lifé, RFTA and other Regional Transportation
Autliotifies need the ability to plan for and seck votet appraval'of property increases to support
their capital replacemient needs beyond the current sunset on this authorization. For this reason, I
encourage the House Transportation.and Energy Committee to support this worthwhile and much
‘needed Bill Concerning Extension for a Regional Transportation Anthority to Impose a Uniform
‘Mill Levy.en all Taxable Property within its boundaries.

Sincerely,

Mayor




‘Office of the Mayor
Sean Murphy, Mayor

Jahuary 8, 2016

Chairman Max Tyler

Honorable Members of the House Transportation and Energy Comilttee
Golorado State:Capitol

200 .Ea_st Colfax

Denver, Coloradi 80203

Dezr-Chairinan Tylerdnd Honorabie Members:

In 2009, the ‘Roaring Fork Transpertation Authorify (RFTA) and the Pikes Peak Regional
Transportatton Authority asked the Legislature to consider adding & property tax authorization to
‘the ‘Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Law. The Legislature approved the amendment to
-authonze a uriiform mill Jevy of up to 5 mills, with veter approval; butincluded a prowsmn that will
require the- property tax authorization to sunset on January 1 2019, RFTA is seekirg ‘an
-amendient to.the RTA Law.that would extend the 5 mill property tax authorization until.January 1,
2020

RFTA, which is compr!sed -of eight member jurisdictions, is-ffie: regional public fransit agéncy
-serving communities in the. Colorado State Highway 82 corridor from Glenwood Springs to Aspen,
and-the |70 ¢orridor from Glénwood Springs 1o Rifle, -an aréa éndompassing rotighly 70 linear
miles: RFTA is. the second largest transit agency in Coloradc and the largest rural fransit agency in

'fhe Unlted States.

The suecess of RFTA is+directly aftributed to s ability to meet & rapidly increasing demand for
services within the reg|on Between 1976, when transit setvica first began in the region, to 2014,
RFTA bus ridefship has grown from ‘approximately 312,000 trips' pef year to nedrly 5 million, a
1400% increase. In September 2013, RFTA implemented. VelociRFTA, the natior’s first rural Bus
Rapid Transit service. Accordig to' on-board surveys conducted in 2014, approximately 70% of
RETA commuter bus trips are for work-related purposes. Nearly 50% of RFTA's fidership has. an
anhual household income of $35 000 or [ess,

Capital ‘funding remains a sigrijficant challenge, Stats- and’ Federal eapital funding grants -are
unpredictable and lnadequate to enable RFTA fo replace |ts fléet on a fimely basis, while
maintaining transit $érvice operations for which fliere is growing demand. Additional dedicated
local capital funding s essential to support RFTA's long-term. capital replacement needs; so that
Vital. public transit services aren’t negatively impacted.

Robust lgeal and regichal transit sérvices:with adequate dedicated capifal funding are critical fo-the
state’s mobility, economy, arid quality of life. RFTA and other Regicnal Transportatlon Authorities
need and deserve the ability fo plan for and seek voter approval of modest property increases to
support their capital replacement needs beyond the ciirrent sunset oni this authorization.

Pi0. Box 397 & Telliiride, CO 81435 » 696:529-99((s shrphy@telluride-cogop T T




Robust local and regional transit services With adequate dedicated capital fundmg ate critical to the
state's mobility, economy, and’ ¢ quallty of life. RFTA and sther Regional Transportatlon Autherities
need and deserve the ability to plan for and sgek voter approval of modest property tax increases to
support their gapital replacement needs beyond the-current sunsét on this authorization.

The: Town of Telluridé supports this legtsla‘tlon Ini itg formative stades of lmplementmg a new
regicnal transportation- authority in conjunction with the Fown' of Mountain Village and San Miguel
County -~ an effert: Which has- been in play for several years. - we have identified ad valorent tax
revenues as a fikely. means fo mest our regional transportation Neéds! into the future, subject tovoter

approval.

The Town Council of the Town of Télluridé &ncourages the: House Transportation and Energy
Cemmittee ta. SUpport thls werthwhile' arid ‘much needed BIll Concerning Extension for & Regional
Transportatlon Authority to Impose a Uniiforrn Mill Le.vy on-all Taxable Property within its boundaries.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sean Murphy, Mayor
Town of Telluride

P.O. Box:397 o Tellufide, CO 81435 o 646-522:9900 o smurphy@telluride-co.gov e R
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“ Chamnan Max Tylef T ' TrE Cmy bz{ ASPEN .

Honorable Members of the House TranspOrtatmn and Energy Comm1ttee " Opmcsor T Mo
Colorade State Capitcl _
200 Bast Colfax o - .o -

. Denwver, Colorado 80203

~ - 2.
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Dear Cm Tyler and Honarable Meinbers:

2D 09 ‘the Roaring’ Fork Transporfafion Authority (RFTA) aud thePikes Peak Regional
Transportation Authority asked the Legislatute to congider addisig a property tax zuthorization to

the; Rﬁgronal Transportation. Authictitf (RTA) Law: The Legislatute approved the amendmen*tfo B

aithorize a uniform il levy of up to § mills, wifh voter approval, ‘but fnchided a sunset
prmsmn ot Jannary 1, 2019, RFTA seekmg an amendment to the RTA Law that would
-extend the’s mill ‘propérty tax. authonzahon t0 Jarivary 1, 2029. s
RFTA, which s compn’sed of gight member Junsmcuons is the regmmﬂ pubhc teansit dgency
servlng cofamunities in the Colotado State Hi ghway 82 cottidor from Glenwood Sprmgs to
Aspen, drid the 170 corridor. fiom Glenwood Springs to Rifle; an dtea. -engompassing roughly 70

tineat miles, RFTA is  the geeond - Iargest transit agency in Colorado and the largest. rural transfc -

dgency-in the Umted States, . _

) Betvveen 1576; when fransit service ﬁrstbegan in the region, fo 2014, RFTA bus nders]np Hiag -

grown { J"mm apprbxnnately 312,000 trips per- year to nearly 5 mﬂhon, a-1400% increase. In
September2013, RFTA implemerited VelooiRFTA, the nation’s first rural Bus Rapid Transit’

 &sten. Accordmg to on-board surveysnonducted From 2006102014, over 60% of RFTA. ,

commuter bus frips are for worksrélated purposes and nearly 50% of RFTA’s ridetship has an
ann‘ual household incorme of $35,000 & fess. .

Cagﬂal f&ndmg has been challengmg, with the pnce of onie fully-equlpped SOmmter coach,
capablé of operating on, Compressed Natural Gas, , tising to over $730 000 in 2015. Every 12 to-

- . 15 years; RETA must replace-over 80 buses-inits flest. State and Federal capital fundinig grants

arenpredictable and madequatc to enable tiely fleet réplacement; while naintaining transit
service opetations to meet gtowing demand. Additionsl dedicated local. capital fanding is

,eSScnilal to support RFTA’s longsterm capifal replacement needs, so-that v1ta1 public fransit:

&
.t

services-aren’t negatively. mpaoted
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Robust lecal a:ad regionak i:ransfc setvices Wlﬂl adequate dedicated capital funding are cntlcal to

the state’s mobility, economy, zhd quality of lifé: RFTA. and other Reglonal Transportaiion

Authorities néed the ability to plan for dnd secl voter approval of modest property increages to |

‘support their capital :replacement needs beyond the current sunset on fhis guthorizafion.” For this

reason, I encourage the HGUSe Transpditation drid Enérgy Conifniftesto suppoﬂ this worthwhile,

and miuch nesded Bill Concernmg Extension for a Regional Fransportation Aufhonty toTmpose

| Umform %l Levy on-all Taxable Property within its boundaries.

S.mcgerely, =
L o ;
Steve Skadro -
City of Aspen, Coloraefo N
!
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January 22, 2016

Chairman Max Tyler

Honorable Members of the House Transportation and Energy Committee
Colorado State Capitol

200 East Colfax

Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear Chairman Tyler and Honorable Members:

In 2009, the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RETA) and the Pikes Peak Regional
Transportation Authority asked the Legislature to consider adding a property tax authorization to
the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Law, The Legislature approved the amendment to
authorize a uniform mill levy of up to 5 mills, with voter approval, but included a sunset
provision on January 1, 2019. RETA is seeking an amendment to the RTA Law that would ’
extend the 5 mill property tax authorization to January 1, 2029,

RFTA, which is comprised of eight member jurisdictions, is the regional public transit agency
serving communities in the Colorado State Highway 82 corridor from Glenwood Springs to
Aspen, and the I-70 corridor from Glenwood Springs to Rifle, an area encompassing roughly 70
linear miles. RFTA is the second largest transit agency in Colorado and the largest rural transit
agency in the United States.

Between 1976, when transit service first began in the region, to 2014, RFTA bus ridership has
grown from approximately 312,000 trips per year to nearly 5 million, a 1400% increese. In
September 2013, RFTA implemented VelociRFTA, the nation’s first rural Bus Rapid Transit
system. According to on-board surveys conducted from 2006 to 2014, over 60% of REFTA
commuter bus trips are for work-related purposes and nearly 50% of RFTA’s ridership has an
annual household income of $35,000 or less.

Capital funding has been challenging, with the price of one fully-equipped commuter coach,
capable of operating on Compressed Natural Gas, rising to over $730,000 in 2015. Every 12 to
15 years, RFTA must replace over 80 buses in its fleet. State and Federal capital funding grants
are unpredioctable and inadequate to enable timely fleet replacement, while maintaining transit
service operations to meet growing demand. Additional dedicated local capital funding is
essential to support RETA’s long-term capital replacement needs, so that vital public fransit
services aren’t negatively impacted.

Glenwood Springs Chamber Resort Association
802 Grand Avenue / PO Box 1238 | GLENWOOD SPRINGS, CO 81602
Phone. 970,945-5002/ Fax: 970.945.1531 | marianne@glenwoodchamber.com / www.glenwoodchamber.com




Page 2

RFTA

Robust local and regional transit services with adequate dedicated capital funding are critical to
the state’s mobility, economy, and quality of life. RFTA and other Regional Transpoztation
Anthorities need the ability to plan for and seek voter approval of modest property increases to
support their capital replacement needs beyond the current sunset on this authorization. For this
Teason, I encourage the House Transportation and Energy Committee to support this worthwhile
and much needed Bill Concerning Extension for a Regional Transportation Authority to Irapose
a Uniform Mill Levy on all Taxable Property within its boundaries.

Sincerely,

Mariarne Virgili, IOM, CCE
President & CEO




