To the Legislators of the State, Veterans & Military Affairs Committee,

We, diverse Faith Leaders from across the state of Colorado, ask you to reject HB1123.
Qur religious freedom, as protected in the First Amendment of the US Constitution, is a
centralvalue that allows us to worship and practice our deeply held faith.

However, we are saddened by the way this shared value is being used in ways that are
in direct opposition to a central teaching in so many of our faiths; treat others as you
want to be treated. Our religious freedom should not be used to justify harm or
discrimination.

HB1123 calls for exemption for clergy, ministers, and religiously affiliated organizations
from any requirement to participate in religious or other ceremonies, including marriage,
that would conflict with their sincerely held religious beliefs. This is already the law. As
clergy we have the right to refuse to marry anyone we do not want to marry based our
our religious principles. Some of us will not perform inter-religious marriages, and others
will. Some require course work and counseling before agreeing to marry, others do not.
Some us will perform same gender marriages, others will not. We understand that we
are currently protected to make these important choices.

However, this bill goes further. This bill expands exemptions to include places of
business or venues who claim any religious affiliation. Individuals and businesses could
take advantage of the vague wording in the bill and manipulate it in ways that we can't
yet foresee and that could have harmful effects. Providing commercial services doesn’t
mean someone is endorsing anyone’s marriage, or agreeing with everything the
customer believes. It simply means they are providing services to the public, and that

" they are open to business for everyone on the same terms.

While we have different religious beliefs, we share a common call to treat others as we
want to be treated. We come together to let you and our communities know that we
stand for love, kindness, compassion, inclusion and the common good.

" We do not want our names and our values used to cause harm.

Please reject House Bill 1123.
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