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. ) Attachment D

Bradford B, Blaxe, St

Febriiary 29, 2016

Members bf the-Hotse: i.ocal Gavetiifient Commlttee ) ’
Coldrad State Capitol - ” v

200€. Colfag . C e .o
Denver, £0, 80203, , oo S

Dear Mem bers of: the House

Thankyous for prowdmg LaPlata: County ‘the: opportumty to speakinisupportof SB.16- 063 Concermng
- the Authorrty ofa Local Government to Enter mto an Intergqvemm\ente[]ﬁgregment with:an Out-of:

Senater-Roberts»and wesupport:thas b:l[ g N

As you know, under Colorado Iaw, coiinties do not have powers that*a
by state: statute Authonty does not currently EXIS’[ to allow countlesfto make meanmgful agreements tor
provide emergency ser\nces w:th counties,or muntcnpahtles ih adjornmg states Th:s bill flxesthat

T s . i

Vhile EaPlata County was already aware o ed for this power, the'Gold King/Mine spill of August;
‘2‘6‘15__brougﬁt't‘heissu'e to-the forefiont: The ming:actident-dumped:3 illion gallonsbf heavy-nietat:
laderi ming sludge intd:the:Animas River. ‘Theitoxit plufne flowed fiomm:San.Juan.County,:Coloradg;
through'la Plata Cgpnf_cv,’mto San Juan County; New Mexico, and throughthe tities of Aztec:and
Farmington on itsway to the san:JFan River and Lake Poiiell. That erviroimentaliémergenty
highlighted:La Plata:County’s connection:to.our New. Mexito neigfibors:and it highlighted ourneed for
agreenments witfreachiotherin the everit of eiergenties.

Geographicallyand topographically; La Plata County and.other Southwest.Colaradoi
Sepa Fated frof 6the_r¥-‘_“_g"é|‘:t5jcifyi(£o"ld rado. Northiwest New Mexico is, thereforé, at valuable .nelghbor.
Wiith:San duan County; New Mexica’s,-population:of:126,000 people; they.have valuable/emergency.
Service resources; in;manpower;; ‘equipment, and expert:se to: help 1aiP(ata County and:aur smail
minicipalities in thé:event.of emérgency.. Likewisé; La Plata Couinty ‘(though-smaller). has assétsthatcan
assist-our New:Mexico neiglibors.in time of cy‘s;_s. Our:common experience with the river; wildfire; and
the coalbed imethiane:induistry make us natural paftners in mutbalaid. Atthis time, however, we.are



jurisdictions.

New Mexico.allows:its colinties to-make agreéments with Colorado counties. The obstacle to-our
effecting mutual aid:agreementsin emergencies is limited by Colorado law. San JuaniCounty, NM, and
itsiriunicipalities would like to"gnter intergoverimental dgreements regarding emergency services with,
La Plata‘County, and we would like'to do-the same.

We, the La Plata Couiity, Corfiniissioners, réspectfully-ask’thé committée to allow-us to build resilience:
and-public saféty for our cltizens. Please passihis bill and permit:usito work with-our New Mexico;
rigighbors.

Best Regards,

LA.PLATA E0UNTY

‘BOARD:OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.

‘
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Hilie Westéndorf
Nice-Chair

:Giwen Lachelt
.Commissiener

‘Bradford P, Blake

Chair.
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