
Hello,  

My name is Molly Stevens and I am the Human Trafficking Director for the Colorado 

Organization for Victim Assistance (COVA). I also sit on the Colorado Human Trafficking Council.  

It is necessary to have the crime of violence enhancer on human trafficking due to the violate 

nature of the crime itself. Human trafficking is the most extreme form of exploitation and is a 

human rights violation, which often involves excessive violence. Increasing the statute of 

limitation would hold perpetrators more accountable for the violence they inflict upon victims. 

In both sex and labor trafficking, offenders often use tactics such as rape, gang rape, starvation, 

confinement, and beatings. The extent to which these tactics are used is limitless, perpetuating 

the violence that victims endure.  

Increasing the statute of limitations is important for survivors because currently, human 

trafficking is a low risk, high reward system. The control traffickers have over victims results in 

the underreporting that we continually see with this crime, making it a low risk system. 

Research has demonstrated that human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal enterprise, 

resulting in an incredibly high reward system. Increasing the statute of limitations would 

increase the risk for traffickers, creating more protection for victims. 

While strengthening enforcement of human trafficking is important, it is equally important to 

ensure we understand the impact this bill could have on victims and survivors. This bill would 

affect individuals who are labeled as a “bottom,” should law enforcement agencies, court 

systems, and other involved parties fail to understand the intricacies within this role. Bottoms 

are often viewed as perpetrators due to the recruiting they are forced to carry out by their 

trafficker. Quite contrarily, bottoms are victims of human trafficking and the recruiting aspect 

of their role is a direct result of forced criminality. There would be a detrimental impact on 

victims and survivors, should the system fail to take this into account. 

Thank you 

www2.leg.state.co.us/CLICS/CLICS2024A/commsumm.nsf/signIn.xsp



 
 
 
February 2024 
 
To:  Senate Judiciary Committee 
Re:  AAUW support for SB24-035--Strengthening Enforcement of Human Trafficking  
                                                                  
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) is one of the oldest women's 
organizations in the country, empowering women since 1881. The mission of AAUW is to 
advance equity for women and girls through research, education and advocacy. Over 700 
community leaders are AAUW members around the state. 
 
SB 35 adds human trafficking of an adult or a minor for the purpose of involuntary servitude, 
and human trafficking of an adult or a minor for sexual servitude to the list of crimes of violence 
that are subject to enhanced sentencing. The bill extends the statute of limitations for these 
crimes to 20 years, while retaining the unlimited statute of limitations for human trafficking for 
sexual servitude of a minor. 
 
Because so many women and girls are victims of human trafficking, AAUW endorses efforts to 
reduce these crimes of violence by increasing penalties against the perpetrators. 
 
For these reasons, AAUW of Colorado strongly supports Senate Bill 35 and requests your AYE 
vote in committee and throughout the process of becoming law.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Su Ryden 
AAUW Colorado Public Policy Co-Director 
 
16699 E. Kentucky Ave. 
Aurora, CO 80017 
303.898.5797 
su@ryden.com 
 
 
American Association of University Women--AAUW is a top-rated 501(c)3 charitable 
organization whose mission is to advance gender equity for women and girls through research, 
education, and advocacy. 
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