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CCLp

Colorado Center 789 N. Sherman Street, Suite 300 - Denver, CO 80203
on Law and Pollcy 303.573.5669 - info@cclponline.org - cclponline.org
2/18/2023

Mr. Chair Weissman and members of the Judiciary Committee,

My name is Charlie Kestler and I am representing the Colorado Center on Law and
Policy. I urge you to strongly support HB23- 1187. Access to quality health care during
pregnancy and the post-partum period is critical for the health and safety of the
birthing parent and infant. Jails and prisons’ poor-quality healthcare has been well
documented. For pregnant and post-partum people, the quality is worse, as these
facilities are not equipped to deal with the complex medical needs of people in the
vulnerable time. Furthermore, the negative mental health impacts of incarceration in
general are compounded when separation from an infant or recovery from birth lead to
more than 1 in 3 people who give birth while incarcerated having moderate to severe
post-partum depression.

Incarceration itself has been shown to have negative impacts on mental health. Let
alone in a vulnerable time being separated from an infant. Most facilities provide 24
hours with an infant after birth before the child is taken away. The mental health
impacts of this along with the possibility of post-partum depression can have
devastating impacts on a person’s life.

Furthermore, incarceration has been shown to cause poverty via fines and fees that
justice-involved people often are subject to as well as criminal records barring people
from quality employment. People experiencing mental health disorders are also more
likely to have lower earnings. Ultimately the affects of incarceration on pregnant and
post-partum people compound into a devastating situation that leaves the person and
child in economic hardship that is nearly impossible to escape.

Pregnant and post-partum people deserve dignity to give birth and heal in their own
community. They deserve the ability to work if they are able and maintain their mental
health and post-natal health in quality medical facilities. This has positive health,
economic, and child-development impacts on families and communities at large.
Support HB23- 1187.

Sincerely,

Charlie Kestler

CCLP stands with diverse communities across Colorado in the fight against poverty
through research, legislation, and legal advocacy.



CCLp

Policy Fellow
Colorado Center on Law and Policy
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Thank you, Mr. Chair and committee members.

| am Catherine Ordonfiez, the Policy Counsel with the ACLU of Colorado, here today in support of
HB23-1133, to allow Colorado residents to communicate with their incarcerated loved ones in
state prisons and privately contracted prisons at no cost and to prohibit the state from taking
kickbacks.

HB-1123 will make communication more accessible and help keep families together. No family
should have to choose between paying for essential needs such as healthcare, meals,
electricity, or water, or speaking with a loved one who is incarcerated. Currently, 1 in 3 families
with an incarcerated loved one goes into debt trying to pay predatory prison telecom vendors
to maintain contact, and 87% of the financial burden is borne by women. HB-1123 would
provide incarcerated individuals with the social support they need to succeed, and would
minimize the trauma inflicted on the children of incarcerated individuals.

Further, regular communication with family and loved ones encourages rehabilitation, lowers
recidivism rates, and assists with re-entry. See, e.g., The Urban Institute. “Families and Reentry:
Unpacking How Social Support Matters,” lllinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (June
2012), https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/24921/1001630- Families-and-
Reentry-Unpacking-How-Social-Support-Matters.PDF. Thus, making regular communication
with incarcerated individuals more accessible is beneficial not only for those individuals and
their families, but for the safety of staff within those facilities and society at large.

Given the disparate impact of the prison system on communities of color, the profiteering off of
telecom services in prisons and jails is a civil rights priority. Nationally, “prison-
telecommunications services profit from vulnerable families trying to stay in touch with their
loved ones, generating $1.4 billion annually.” See Advocates Applaud Passage of the Martha
Wright-Reed Just and Reasonable Communications Act of 2022, National Consumer Law Center
(Dec. 2022), https://www.nclc.org/advocates-applaud-passage-of-the-martha-wright-reed-just-
and-reasonable-communications-act-of-2022/. By passing this bill, the Colorado legislature
would prohibit the state from profiting off of the prison industry in the form of taking kickbacks
from prison telecom vendors and would help mitigate the disparate impacts of the criminal
legal system on people of color.

The ACLU of Colorado asks you to vote Yes on HB23-1133. Thank you.


https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/24921/1001630-%20Families-and-Reentry-Unpacking-How-Social-Support-Matters.PDF
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/24921/1001630-%20Families-and-Reentry-Unpacking-How-Social-Support-Matters.PDF
https://www.nclc.org/advocates-applaud-passage-of-the-martha-wright-reed-just-and-reasonable-communications-act-of-2022/
https://www.nclc.org/advocates-applaud-passage-of-the-martha-wright-reed-just-and-reasonable-communications-act-of-2022/
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Testimony House Bill 23-1123

Hello everyone. My name is Nathan Jerard Dunlap and I currently reside in

the Colorado State Penitentiary. I'm here to offer testimony for $B23=039and
HB23-1123.

Keeping in touch with my family and friends is important to my mental health
and overall well-being. They are my moral compass and support group. Over the
years of my incarceration, the costs of voice, video, and electronic messaging
has limited my ability to stay in regular contact with these very important

people, and thus receive the valuable advice and guidance they provide.

Making it so that the Colorado Department of Corrections can no longer
receive any revenue from the administration of any penal communication services
is going to greatly improve my ability to keep in touch with family and friends

and receive the positive support, advice, and guidance they provide.

For that reason, I ask that you vote yes on-SB23-039~and HB23-1123.
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Testimony House Bill 23-1123

My name is Robert Sprawls. I'm writing on behalf of myself and all incarcerated
fathers in our correctional facilities.

I'm a father of 3, 2 daughters and 1 son. After being incarcerated I've tried
my best to let my children know I still love them and I didn't abandon them.
That is hard to do without being able to speak with them.

My son Izack is now an adult whom refuses to answer letters from a dad who
was never there for him. When he was 10 he told him mom he needed me in his life.
I tried for years to keep in contact with him. He grew up, decided he can't have
a relationship with a father for 20-minutes at a time, once a month. That is my

fault for being incarcera. ed. This might not be if SB23-039/HB23-1123 passes.
I support this Bill.

My youngest daughter, Sarrah, graduated last year. She doesn't call me dad. She
thought I was her pen pal for her first 10 years. She just assumed all little
girls had pen pals. I only got information from her grandmother for her first 18
years. That's how I know about my daughter. Now I have no contact because her
grandmother said, "She's 18, if she wants she'll get in touch." I believe this
would've been different if SB23-039 passes.

My oldest daughter had my grandchildren that I've never seen, met, or talked
with. She is headed down my same path of addiction. I believe this may be different
if we were able to talk, I could mentor her in the pit-falls of life.

My mother Sharon and brother David and his family have become my only lifeline
to the outside world. They have become my best friends because of me being able
to call them. I am put into the position of choosing witch family I'm going to
call because of the cost of calls.

We are humans who made mistakes. Some will come back to families they've lost
contact with and don't know anymore. Some won't. Our families are not at fault
because of the positions in life. The affordability of human contact with the

people you love or who love you should not be a business opportunity. Please help
Colorado families stay together.

I support SB23-039 the free phone communication bill.

I beg you, ask, demand, plead for your support in passing SB23-039 & HB23-1133.

Respectfully Robert Sprowls #134234



