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Summary
This bill requires that high school students correctly answer at least 60 questions from the civics
portion of the naturalization test used by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) as a condition of high school graduation.
Local education providers (LEPs), which include school districts, charter schools, and Boards
of Cooperative Educational Services, may allow a student to take the test in whole or in part on
multiple occasions while enrolled in high school and if necessary, to repeat the test until the student
correctly answers at least 60 questions. The LEP is required to note successful completion of the
test on the student's transcript. Each LEP has authority and flexibility in determining how to
administer the test. An LEP may not use the results of the civics test as a measure of student
academic growth for use in evaluating educators.
Students receiving special education services are exempt from the requirement to obtain a
passing score unless the student's individualized education plan would require it. The
superintendent or principal of an LEP may also waive the requirement for a student who meets all
other graduation requirements, and demonstrates extraordinary circumstances that justify the
waiver.

This research note was prepared by Legislative Council Staff, the nonpartisan research staff for the Colorado General Assembly. The
research note is provided for informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as an official record of action by the General
Assembly. Legislative Council Staff are not attorneys, and the research note is not a legal opinion. If you have legal questions about
the bill, including questions about the meaning of the bill language or amendments, please contact the drafter.

Background
Under current law, each high school student must satisfactorily complete a civics course as a
condition of high school graduation. The course must cover the history and civil government of the
United States, which includes the history, culture, and contributions of minorities.

Senate Action
Senate Education Committee (March 30 and March 31, 2016). At the hearing,
representatives from the Joe Foss Institute, Center for American Values, Independence Institute,
and the Civics Education Initiative testified in support of the bill. Representatives from two school
districts, the Colorado Education Association, Colorado Association of School Boards, Colorado
Council for the Social Studies, Colorado Council for Economic Education, Colorado We the People
Program, and three private citizens testified in opposition to the bill. The committee adopted
amendments L.001 and L.014 and referred the bill, as amended, to the Senate Committee of the
Whole. Amendment L.001 clarified what constitutes the civics portion of the naturalization test.
Amendment L.014 prohibited a school district, charter school, or public school operated by a Board
of Cooperative Educational Services from using the results of the test as a measure of
performance in determining school district accreditation or public school performance.
Senate second reading (April 5, 2016). The Senate adopted the Senate Education
Committee report and passed the bill with no amendments.
Senate third reading (April 6, 2016). The bill was lost on third reading.
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