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Bill Topic:  RESERVOIR RELEASES FOR FISH & WILDLIFE MITIGATION

Summary of
Fiscal Impact:

9  State Revenue
:  State Expenditure (minimal)
9  State Transfer

9  TABOR Refund 
:  Local Government
9  Statutory Public Entity

This bill establishes a water court process by which a storage water right owner may
dedicate reservoir releases to the Colorado Water Conservation Board within the
Department of Natural Resources.  The bill creates a minimal, ongoing workload
increase in the Department of Natural Resources.

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required.

Fiscal Note
Status:

The fiscal note reflects the enacted bill.

Summary of Legislation

This bill establishes a water court process by which a storage water right owner may
dedicate releases from new capacity in a reservoir to the Colorado Water Conservation Board
(CWCB) in order to reasonably avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts on fish and wildlife within a
qualifying stream reach, if certain conditions are met.
  

State Expenditures

The bill will minimally increase workload for two divisions within the Department of Natural
Resources.  The CWCB will review new contracts that result from the bill.  The Division of Water
Resources will administer the releases allowed by the bill.  The increased workload will be
accomplished within existing appropriations.  Colorado Parks and Wildlife is required to review fish
and wildlife mitigation plans under current law, so no increase in workload is expected.  The water
courts in the Judicial Branch will also have a minimal workload impact.

Local Government

Storage water right owners, which may include local governments or other entities, who
make mitigation releases pursuant to the bill will have an increase in expenditures to pay for
construction, operational, and maintenance costs associated with making any required physical
modifications to existing water diversion structures.  They also must erect, maintain, and repair any 
required measuring devices.
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Effective Date

The bill was signed into law by the Governor on April 6, 2018, and takes effect
August 8, 2018, assuming no referendum petition is filed.  It applies to reservoir release dedication
applications filed in water court on or after that date.

State and Local Government Contacts

Judicial Natural Resources

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


